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STUSTON PARISH MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held at 7pm on Thursday 19 January 2023 at Diss Golf Club. 

Present:  Roger Greenacre (Chair), Matt Herbert (Financial Officer), Philip Gerrie (Clerk), Cllr. Fleming and 

14 residents. 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence: Roger Greenacre welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and commented how good it was to see more residents attending. Apologies were offered 
on behalf of Cllr. David Burn, Tara Darrall, Roger Lay, Shirley Pass, Dick Pass, Ian Portway, 
Nicky James-Harley, Darren James-Harley. 

2. Approval of previous minutes: Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 20 October 
2022 minutes was proposed by Steve Leigh and seconded by Martin Wilkinson. 

3. Parish financial status 
3.1 Current balance and forecast: The Financial Officer reported that the forecast for year end 

on 31 March 2023 was £250.  
3.2 Precept 2023/24: The Financial Officer reported that the new insurance premium was 

higher this year but not as high as originally predicted.   He proposed a precept for 2023/24 
of £650, which on current expenditure predications would leave a similar year-end balance 
as this year. It also gave flexibility to pay for any part year revenue costs of items purchased 
from the Community Infrastructure Levy. Agreement of the precept was proposed by Steve 
Leigh and seconded by Faye Gerrie. 

4. Report from County Councillor: Cllr. Jessica Fleming had sent her report to the Clerk who 
will post this on the Stuston Parish website.  She went through the key points and 
responded to questions. 
a) Cllr Fleming had viewed the damaged section of the B1077 with a Highways Engineer on 
11 November. She agreed that it was dangerous, particularly for cyclists. The road was being 
re-inspected in the winter programme. More significant work may be needed. 
b) Cllr Fleming confirmed that the footpath/cycleway between the golf club and bridge was 
one of 40-50 projects now included in the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan.  
c) It was reported that Roots Café had registered for the Warm Space Scheme.  
d) Cllr Fleming stated that there was a link in her report to the latest position on new pylons. 
She suggested that Stuston Parish Meeting could make contact with neighbouring parishes 
to support their opposition to new pylons.  Clerk to contact Worthan Parish Council. 

5. Report from District Councillor:  Cllr. Burn was unable to attend the meeting. A report will 
be posted on the website if received by the Clerk. 

6. Update on items from previous meeting 
6.1 Foot and cycle path into Diss:  Reported under item 4b. 
6.2 Speeding on Old Bury Road: Suffolk Highways had to approve any new sites for Speed 

Indicator Devices. Two had been selected that met requirements but near neighbour 
permission was outstanding for one site.  Recent speed data and police advice supported 
the acquisition of a second SID. Cllr. Burn had offered £500 from his locality report and 
more grant funding may be available. Cllr. Fleming offered to enquire. A resident 
suggested that it may also be appropriate for the 30mph speed limit to be extended 
towards Great Green. The Clerk would ask Highways about the process. In the 
meantime, the application for the one agreed site would be submitted, as more 
speeding vehicles entered the village from that direction. Once the grant position was 
clear the Clerk would liaise with the Financial Officer to arrange purchase from 
Westcotec.  Marcus Freeman and Clive Allen had offered to take responsibility for the 
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second device. The Clerk would ask Highways again about the process for approval and 
purchase of new warning signs. He had a meeting planned. 

6.3 Community defibrillator project: The Clerk had asked residents for their views on 
location via email prior to the meeting.  The majority preferred the telephone box, as 
this is sited in a prominent place in the village. The meeting agreed that a defibrillator 
should be fixed to the outside of the telephone box if possible, allowing the book swop 
to continue. A number of residents offered to form a team to manage the defibrillator 
and some interest was expressed in investigating a Volunteer Emergency Telephone 
System in conjunction with this. Faye Gerrie would contact the National Secretary of the 
Community Heartbeat Trust to ask if external fixing was possible. If it was, the meeting 
agreed to go ahead with the project, to include prior training for those who had offered 
to check the device regularly. An initial training session on using the device would be 
available to residents. 

6.4 Parish noticeboard, village sign, Jubilee plaque and mirror opposite School Lane: The 
Clerk would liaise with the Financial Officer on purchase of a new noticeboard. 
Replacement of the rotted village sign depended on funds available and an application 
to Councillors’ grants may be appropriate in the new financial year. No details were 
forthcoming on a Jubilee plaque. The visibility mirror on School Lane could not be 
progressed until a volunteer came forward to investigate the legal position.   

6.5 Dog waste bin: Agreed that one should be purchased for the village and sited near the 
junction of Old Bury Road with the B1077, without restricting visibility.  

6.6 Visit to Stuston by the Rural Coffee Caravan: They were willing to visit on a Saturday 
morning in spring and could be sited near the village pump, with the church perhaps 
available if poor weather was forecast. Sarah Freeman agreed to discuss with the Social 
Committee. The Clerk would send her details.  

7. Future of Stuston Parish Meeting:  The Chair announced that neither he nor the Clerk would 
be standing for re-election at the Annual Parish Meeting in May. Nominations were needed 
for both posts. They needed to be on the Electoral Roll for Stuston and not be excluded from 
the requirements for public office. The Clerk had sought advice from the District Council 
about options if there were no nominations. These would be circulated via email and placed 
on the website and noticeboard. Flyers to request nominations could also be circulated. The 
Clerk agreed to summarise his role and it was agreed that others could help with tasks to 
share the work. Cllr Fleming emphasised the importance of Stuston, as although it was a 
small village, it was strategically located. 

8. Report from the Social Committee:  
A special service would be held to celebrate Mothering Sunday on 19 March.  A litter pick 
was planned for 26 March and a concert by Hexachordia was taking place on 17 June at the 
church. The Committee were meeting soon to start planning for the Coronation. Ideas would 
be very welcome. Clive Allen suggested that he would be willing to approach other 
musicians in the village about a musical event held at the church or other suitable indoor 
venue that could be used to raise funds for a charity. For consideration and possible future 
action by the Social Committee.  Cllr. Fleming said that she had access to seed funding that 
she may be able to use to support such an initiative. 

9. Report from Planning Committee: The Clerk updated the meeting on responses given to the 
Secretary of State on two appeals that affected the village. 

10. Date of next meeting: The next meeting would be the Annual Parish Meeting and this had 
to take place before 1 June.  
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11. Any other business 

a) A planning application for a petrol station and fast-food outlet at the north roundabout 
on Ipswich Road at Brome/Thrandeston had been submitted ref. DC/22/00416. Any 
comments were still likely to be considered.  
b) The police precept questionnaire had been circulated by email. Residents can comment 
individually by 9am on 26 January or via the Clerk by 24 January. 
c) The Clerk reported that he had been asked to remind residents that photographic 
identification would be needed to vote. This was important, as elections for new District 
Councillors would take place on 4 May 2023.  He had been sent a poster for the noticeboard. 
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