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STUSTON VILLAGE MEETING
 

Minutes of the meeting held at 7pm on Thursday 5th October 2017 at Diss Golf Club.

 

Present: Roger Greenacre (Chair), Tara Darrall  (Vice Chair), Richard Dear (Temp Clerk), Matt 
Herbert (Financial Officer), Philip Gerrie (Clerk)  after agenda item 4, County Cllr. Jessica Fleming and 
District Cllr. David Burn and 19 residents.

1. Welcome: Roger Greenacre (Chair) opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

2. Apologies: Offered on behalf of Rushanne Young, Linda Clay, Jayne Dear and Shirley Pass.

3. Chairman's address:  The Chair commented on the excellent level of attendance by residents, 
which was essential to the success of the Village Meeting.  He also reminded all present that Richard 
Dear had stood down from the role of Clerk and thanked him for his sterling and tireless work 
establishing and supporting the Meeting.

4. Proposals and election of Stuston Village Clerk: Nominations were sought for the role of 
Clerk to the Parish Meeting.  Philip Gerrie was proposed by Richard Dear and seconded by Sue Leigh. 
No other nominations were received. Roger Greenacre welcomed Philip to his new role.

5. Minutes of the last meeting held on 19th April 2017:

Item 10, Chairman’s feedback regarding t

he Diss and District Neighbourhood Plan. 

Reference was made to the requirement for 2 representatives from Stuston to sit on the steering 
committee for the plan.   Michael Archer asked for clarification.   The Chair confirmed that he had 
been attending  these  meetings  pending  the  appointment  of  representatives  and this  would  be 
discussed under item 9 on the agenda.

Item 12, Viability of speed bumps on Stuston Lane

Michael Archer confirmed that the content of the minute was correct but there was no record of the 
Chair losing his temper. The Chair confirmed that he was happy for the following statement to be 
entered in the minutes: I became frustrated and used language that I felt was justified.

The Vice Chair suggested that in future residents comment on the accuracy of the minutes when 
they receive the draft by email.

The minutes were agreed as a true record of the last meeting and were signed by the Chair.

6. Village financial status:  The Financial Officer stated that the conclusion of the audit of the 
Parish Meeting accounts was posted on the website in August. There were 2 issues to note:

i) Parish cash reserves were considered to be high and were not allowed to be at this level 

unless funds were earmarked. He would be allowing the reserves to deplete to  £500, which was 
considered acceptable. 

ii) The Financial Risk Assessment needed to be formally considered at one meeting each year.
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The Financial  Officer  presented the monthly cash flow forecast/actual  position statement to the 

Meeting. The account balance to date is  £1968.  The financial forecast predicts the balance at this 
year’s end to be approx. £1588.  Assuming no special expenditure is agreed, the precept for the 
2018/19 will be held at zero. If a precept is agreed this needs to be applied for by December. 

The Financial Officer presented the Financial Risk Assessment. Richard Dear proposed that this be  
accepted and was seconded by Yvonne Herbert.

The Chair reported that a bank account was being set up for the Social and Welfare Committee.  
£189 was held in a dormant bank account with Barclays Bank and this would be transferred to the  

new  account  with  HSBC  plus  the  existing  Committee  balance  of  £130.  This  bank  account  was 
completely separate from the Parish Meeting accounts, as required. The Financial Officer would also 
report to the Parish Meeting on this account.

The  Financial  Officer  reported  that  the  Parish  Meeting  was  responsible  for  maintaining  the 

churchyard.  £1200  had been ring-fenced to  the  Parochial  Church  Council  for  this  purpose.  The 

estimated cost of maintenance was £600 pa, meaning that there were sufficient funds earmarked 
for 2 years but the meeting would need to consider this commitment in future planning.

7. Report from County Councillor Jessica Fleming: Jessica Fleming presented her report. A copy 
is  available on the  Stuston website. The Vice Chair  asked for  clarification on the item regarding 
school  transport.  Cllr.Fleming  stated  that  she  would  seek  clarification  on  the  definition  of  the 
geographically closest school, as for residents of Stuston this could mean a school in Norfolk.

8. Report from District Councillor David Burn: Councillor Burn presented his report. A copy will 
be placed on the website when received.

9. Feedback from the Diss and District Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group: 

i. DC/17/03027 - Full Planning Application: Erection of petrol filling station and associated sales 
buildings.

The Chair reported that he had sought views of the Planning Committee and had objected on behalf 
of  the  Parish  Meeting  on  a  number  of  grounds,  mainly  environmental  and  health  and  safety 
concerns. Brian Wilson commented that he had understood that a special meeting would be called 
for  wider  discussion  on  significant  applications.  The  Chair  offered  to  send  Brian  all  the 
correspondence on this  application to date. All  reports and documents are now on the Stuston 
website and if, after reading them, he felt wider discussion would be beneficial the Clerk would be 
asked to organise a meeting.

ii. Diss and District Neighbourhood Plan

The Clerk of  Diss  Town Council,  which is  the lead Council,  will  make the latest  report from the 
Consultants available w/c 16th October and a further Steering Group meeting will be arranged to 
discuss it.  Michael Archer was concerned that there was no officer from the Parish Meeting present 
at a forum to engage members of the public in the development of the plan. The Chair confirmed 
that  he  had  attended  Steering  Group  meetings.   Officers  undertook  their  roles  voluntarily  and 
couldn’t attend every meeting and public forum. Michael had produced notes from the forum and 
was disappointed that these hadn’t been loaded onto the website. The Chair asked that in future 
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anyone submitting a document make it clear if they felt that it should be loaded onto to the website.

iii. Election of two residents to represent Stuston at Steering Group meetings

Steve Leigh and Richard Dear volunteered to be Parish representatives. No-one else put themselves 
forward. The Chair also offered to remain involved in case one of the two other representatives 
could not attend a meeting. The Vice Chair asked if meetings would be called to report back from 
Steering  Group  meetings.  Richard  proposed  that  he  and  Steve  produce  reports  from  meetings 
relevant to the Parish and load these and links to any other documents onto the website.

10. Community Emergency Planning: Paul  Cumbers  explained  the  purpose  of  the  plan.  It 
sought to identify who was vulnerable in the Parish and who had resources to assist. Information  
would  be  collected  directly  from  residents  only  and  would  be  held  by  Committee  members 
confidentially.   A  telephone  cascade  alert  system  would  also  be  required  in  the  event  of  an 
emergency.   Paul stated that he was willing to prepare a plan for  Stuston if residents agreed. A  
toolkit was already posted on the website Here.     A show of hands supported the idea of having a plan 
for Stuston in principle, pending reading of the documents.  Paul would contact the Clerk to agree an 
email to be sent out to residents. The Vice Chair stated that leaflets would also be required, as only 
about half of the residents were on the email distribution list. She offered to deliver these.

11. Report from Planning Committee:  One other planning application affecting Stuston related 
to a proposal to build two new houses on the paddock between Stuston Court and Le Moulin. The 
Chair had responded to MSDC on behalf of the Village and the residents bordering the proposed  
development.   He  had  commented  that  the  proposed  development  would increase  the  risk  of 
further  flooding  to  the  common  land  over  which a  driveway  would  need  to  be  constructed  to 
provide vehicle access between the Old Bury Road and the proposed development site. The Chair 
confirmed that the footpath would not be affected. The application is available on the website Here.

12. Report from Social and Welfare Committee:  Sue Leigh commented on the success of last 
year’s Winter Supper and announced that this year’s supper would be held on Friday 1st December 
at Diss Golf Club. The Committee were aiming to keep costs as low as possible and a further flyer  
would give more details shortly. Some entertainment was planned.  Sue Leigh presented an income 

and expenditure statement for the Committee.  The balance to date is £132.80. Plans for next year 
include litter picks in March and September, as the one pick had been well supported last year but 
not sufficient.  Sue drew residents’ attention to sheets requesting ideas for other events and asked 
for them to be completed and given to a Committee member.

13. Update on items from previous meeting:

Successes

The Richard Dear reminded residents about achievements of the Parish Meeting. These included 
repair of the village sign after a lot of persistence, gaining access to fibre for residents in the village  
and improvements on The Common.   The BBQ in the summer had been very well supported and 
residents had suggested that it would be beneficial to be able to use the area more often. The Laurie  
family had supported this and Ewan Thomas had offered to cut the grass to keep it short enough for  
young people to play on and perhaps use it for other events. The meeting agreed to make a small  
contribution to cover his costs on a trial basis for a year or two, to see what use is made of the area.
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Ongoing

i) Refurbishment of telephone box to provide community lending library

4 or 5 volunteers were now needed to refurbish the box. BT had supplied paint and equipment. The  
Chair offered to co-ordinate a working party available at a weekend and would liaise with the Clerk  
to send out an email to residents.

ii) Maintenance of other village assets

The village pump and the surrounding paving were the responsibility of the Parish Meeting and were 
now  in  need  of  repair  and  improvement  as  the  focal  point  of  the  village.   Yvonne   Herbert 
commented that the area then needed to be maintained on a regular basis. Councillor Burn stated 
that  he  had  a  fund  for  strategic  priorities,  including  community  cohesion,  in  Mid  Suffolk.  An 
application form for a Locality Award was available. The Chair agreed to arrange for an assessment 
of the work required.  Brian Wilson offered some paving slabs.

iii) Concern  about  visibility  at  junction  of Old  Bury  Road  and  Stuston  Lane  during  summer 
months.

Visibility at junctions was the responsibility of the Highways Dept. but Councillor Fleming said that 
support may be given to parishes wishing to undertake more frequent work themselves and she 
could put the Chair in contact with the right people.

v) Speed calming measures

The Chair planned to organise a separate project meeting to discuss speed calming measures now 
more information was available. The report dated 11 July 2017 is available on the website Here.  Any 
resident interested in attending this meeting should email the Clerk.

14. Ideas for future projects:  The Chair asked residents to send ideas to the Clerk for use of 
village funds.  Suggestions to date include benches for  the village green,  a marquee for  outdoor  
events and a shelter for children waiting for the school bus. Ideas would be collated and then a email 
distributed offering residents the opportunity to vote on the ideas.

15. Date of next meeting: The next meeting would be arranged for a date in January or February 
2018.

16. Any other business:

Richard  Dear  stated  that  the  Parish  Meeting  needed  to  comply  with  updated  data  protection 
legislation. Steve Leigh offered to report back from a planned business meeting with his solicitor. A  
committee member would need to be the nominated officer for data protection.
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